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dinary measurements, must render the computed elements very doubt- 
ful. Mr. W. also remarked the general correspondence of its ele- 
ments with those of the comet of 1689. 

Professor Bache informed the Society that he had received 
a letter from the Hon. James M. Porter, Secretary of War, 
through the bureau of Topographical Engineers, making an 
allowance for the continuance of the observations at the mag- 
netic observatory. In consequence of this liberal and well- 
timed supply of means, he said, the series of observations was 
resumed on the first of the present month. 

The Society thereupon unanimously adopted a resolution, 
tendering its thanks to the Hon. James M. Porter, Secretary 
of War, for his judicious appropriation of means for the con- 
tinued prosecution of the magnetic observations heretofore 
conducted under the auspices of the Society : and 

The Committee of the Magnetic Observatory was instructed 
to communicate the resolution to the Hon. Secretary. 

The Committee on the Centennial Celebration reported pro- 
gress, and announced the measures which they had deemed 
advisable to take for furthering the objects of their appoint- 
ment. 

Mr. Kane, Reporter, laid upon the table the 25th No. Vol. 
II. of the Proceedings, for January, February, and March, 
1843. 



Stated Meeting, April 21. 

Present, thirty-eight members. 

Dr. Patterson, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Mr. Charles B. Trego, a member elect, was presented, sub- 
scribed the laws, and took his seat. 

Letters were read : — 

From the Secretary of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
dated 11th April, 1843, inviting the Society's presence at the 
second centennial celebration of the Confederation of the New 
England Colonies on the 29th of May next: — and 
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From the Hod. John C. Spencer, inviting the attendance of 
the members of the Society at a meeting of the scientific and 
literary men of the United States, to be held in Washington, 
on the first Monday of April, 1844, under the auspices of the 
National Institution. 

The following donations were announced: — 

FOR THE LIBRARY. 

Kongl. Vetenskaps-Academiens Handlingar, for ar 1840. Stock- 
holm, 1842. 8vo. — From the Royal Swedish Academy. 
Arsberattelse om Framstegen I Fysik och Kemi, afgifven den 31 
Mars, 1840; af Jac. Berzelius, K. V. A. Secret. Kemi, Mineralo- 
gi, och Geologi. Stockholm, 1840. 8vo. — From the same. 

Arsberattelser om nyare Zoologiska Arbeten och Upptackter, till 
Kongl. Vetenskaps-Academien afgifne for Aren 1837 — 1840; af 
C. J. Sundenwall. Stockholm, 1841. 8vo. — From the same. 

Arsberattelse om Technologiens framsteg till Kongl. Vetenskaps- 
Academien afgifven den 31 Mars 1840 ; af G. E. Pasch. Stock- 
holm, 1841. 8vo. — From the same. 

Arsberattelse om Framstegen I Fysik och Kemi, afgifven den 31 
Mars, 1840; af Jac. Berzelius. Stockholm, 1841. — From the 
same. 

Tal om Jordbrakets narvarande tillstand inom faderneslandet, hind- 
ren for dess forkofran och utsigterna for des framtig — Hallet I 
Kongl. Vetenskaps-Academien vid Prsesidii Nedlaggande den 6 
April, 1842; af August Anckarsward, &c. &c. Stockholm, 
1842. 8vo. — From the same. 

Transactions of the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec. Vol. 
III. Parts 3 & 4. Vol. IV. Part 1. 8vo.— From the Society. 

Twelve Annual Reports of the Council of the Literary and Historical 
Society of Quebec, from 1831 to 1843. 8vo. — From the same. 

The African Repository and Colonial Journal. Vol. XIX. No. 4. 
8vo. — From the American Colonization Society. 

The American Journal of Science and Arts. Conducted by Prof. 
Silliman and B. Silliman, Jr. Vol. XLIV. No. 2. April, 1843. 
8vo. — From the Editors. 

Report of the Select Committee relative to the Renewal of the State 
Railways with Pennsylvania Cast-iron Rails : Mr. Trego, Chair- 
man. April, 1843. 8vo. — From Mr. Ellwood Morris. 

The Philosophy of Storms. By James P. Espy, A.M. Boston, 1841. 
8vo. — From the Author. 
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Dr. Morton read a continuation of his paper on Egyptian 
Ethnography ; which was referred to the Committee already 
in charge of his former communications under the same title. 

Mr. Walker mentioned, that Professor Kendall and himself 
had computed anew the orbit of the comet of 1843, but with- 
out adding materially to the accuracy of the results obtained 
by them before. The ephemeris computed from this orbit 
gives the observed place from the 11th of March to the 10th 
of April within two minutes of space, the differences being 
sometimes positive and sometimes negative. , Mr. W. com- 
pared the results obtained by different computers at home and 
abroad. He had no doubt from the observatory records, that 
the tail of the comet was first seen at the High School Obser- 
vatory on the 25th of February. 

Mr. Lea, on behalf of the Publication Committee, laid upon 
the table the 3d part of Vol. VIII. of the Society's Transac- 
tions, N. S. 

On motion of Dr. Hays, 

The Curators were authorized to have casts made of the 
tooth of the Mastodon Chapmani in the Society's Cabinet 

The Society proceeded to an election for members ; when 
the following persons were duly elected : 

Charles Wilkes, Lieut. U. S. N. 

Charles M'Euen, of Philadelphia. 



Stated Meeting, May 5. 

Present, forty-two members. 

Mr. Du Ponceau, President, in the Chair. 

Messrs. Thomas P. Cope, Charles Ellet, Jr., and Charles 
M'Euen, members elect, were presented, subscribed the laws, 
and took their seats. 

Letters were received: — 

From the Professors of the Museum of Natural History of 
Paris, dated 28th Feb. 1843, — the Corresponding Secretary of 



